but school districts have been slow to ac-
cept irradiated meats, In Minnesota, one
of three school districts participating in a
USDA-funded program to educate par-
ents about the process pulled out after
Public Citizen, a Washington, D.C-hased
consumer wiatchdog group that opposes

irradiation, issued a report criticizing the
project.

Wenonah Hauter, director of Public
Citizen’s Critical Mass Energy and Envi-
ronment Program, said more than 90 per-
cent of the comments submitted to the
USDA opposed the use of irradiated food

in school cafeterias.

In ecarly September. the Los Angeles
school board rejected a proposal o use
irradiated meat in its lunch programs, cit-
ing questions about safery. The board’s
action was quickly followed by a bill from
118, Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif., that would

By Sam

ith the schoic! year well

unger way, ﬂ'ne 'umlhe com-

puter hos ogain become
the Hash ;,"f-lrl' ﬁ{ conflict

‘Daaad!” shrie

S ave

here first!” | dash upstairs to find my

1 4+yearold son hogging the computer,

his older sister tugging at the: swiw

chair ready to toss him and his books

on the lloor.

Your sister was here first,” | intone

Thinking fast, | ofter the foll
“Sk

wing
S(onmurllg COMPIoOMmMISE: 12 can uyse
this compuler, and YOU Can use my [CJ[J'
fop. "

“But, Dad, i doesn't have Power
Pointl”

When I've suggested 1o my
teenagers that they ought to be doing

homewaork instead of playing an the

compuler, the

L.
o]
&

# ~ L o] - N - —
twangy, "But we are doing homewark
Of course. |

so, well denseg Text H'y-wng trom the

ow could | have been

cornel rj the screen, \,Aﬂrln'.[} in mideair
befare londing sme UIHI\.' in the middle

und stipr

ow and red ii!.;'-.‘.‘_ must sy

of @ magenta backgre

with yel

mean Qn(j)”‘.!{fr .’_J?.ﬁ:(jﬁﬂ'v?‘:ﬂl ?‘C,-I Enql.;'-\ ofr
history.
For all their exhortations to be cre

gtive, such as

gnments

sipid sameness.  Show you
understanding of the Middle Ages/t
Scramble for Africa/the Dropping of
the Bemb using o PowerPoint pre
fion, an expressive dance, an illustrar
Or this, a high
language arts” assignment o

5C h-‘uf.“

characlerization: "Accompany your
hall-page character sketch wyith five ik

POWER POINTLESS

Wineburg

lustrations,” a rate of one P"‘"“J'P— per

All'in the name of “multiple
wces,” “learning .\,'r-,le- ".or the

one that rankles me the most: "cogni-
five pluralism.’

Especia

\y Fc.‘w my wo

this “show your undersianding” menu is

a noorainer. VWhy swedl over an

essay when you can do cusiom anima-

tion and surf the Web for cool ¢
Why fry t
when you can stting tog
{"cn\:;rnfgmg, pair them with cryptic bul

ip arfe
is statement righl

ether sentence

et
p{liI’ITS. and m(jh} them f-:}rl-:)}_ﬂ in ':)ui-“_l«-
Timea2

"lock Dad, the alligater of the be
tom of the screen can open ifs mouth.
And its connection to the Renaissance

is g

['m no luddite and have nothing
ogainst PowerPoint. |nthe past two
vears, |'ve even replaced my Mylar
ds with & partable LCD proje

tor and my own modast PowerPoirit

avert

presentations. But let’s nol kid our
selves Cr-j-(mru:; a presentation is not
the: same as compesing a -«v(—'.-”-f_il‘;‘l;ued

writing.

on \4\'“\ H .'Ju\.‘l-* | IHI' on "I\.f

£ -t = et
ve defended

integrated can no more
using bullel points than we can journey
to Maoscow on the wings of a Frommer
guide. Working
drafts of o history ¢

fAre ug h successive

ay—making sure

r‘ﬂfﬂ"]rrlﬁh'ﬁ connect und asserfions are

backed by evidence—is hard and in-

;;j|- ious work. leaming lo do il well
iakes practice; lots of r‘rl_:r'n;')leri'J paper
and the mefile‘to persevere \Ii folg h
doubt and frustration. But the effort is

worth if

The homey argumentative essay
teaches us lessons desperately needed
N Qur MTV cultura: All op nions are not
ed equal; soupd argument de-
mands more than fla --h and a couple of

sound bite nce goes beyond

fancy adjectives ezccm:-d by double
exclamation points. The essay feaches
ss te think logically abeut cause and

elfe

planations beyond our pel thearies. By

onsigder ex-

chand require

plying its torm, even those who never

achieve a felicity of styls can leamn
order and systematicily of thought.

Forgel about cac
kinesthetic and visual infelli
|

ld ir \"Jr--pr-r gence

agnifive pluralism

jence mul

rlachiie

timedia presentalions, aud
learring shyles, fiel

and the rest. My kids get omplrt- prac-
tice at ho

hopon o fl

e rT-‘p",‘in,ﬁ DU ,[‘.J;:z le’-wf,’@!"; ]"np
|

s it too much to

ane |i:"l compuler sc

sk

learn how to write?

hat at school they

Sam Wineburg, authar of Hisk
Thinkina & Cther Unnatural A
Charling the Future of Teaching the Past

2001], isa p

of af
School ot Education.

[Temple

Starfard’s

Ameri




Copyright of American School Board Journal is the property of National School Board
Association and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to
a listserv without the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users
may print, download, or email articles for individual use.



